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Provincial Synod Constitition.

. S[iq07 '

AN ORDINANCE for accepting and adopting an Or-
dinance passed by the Provincial Synod of the Prov-
ince of New South Wales on the seventh day of
August one thousand nine-hundred and seven inti-
tuled *‘An Ordinance for agreeing to accepting and
passing Articles and Provisions as and for the Con-
stitution of The Provincial Synod of the Prov-
ince of New Scouth Wales.”

(Assented to 27 September, rgoy.)

‘WHEREAs a certain Ordinance was passed by the
Provincial Synod of the Province of New South Wales
on the seventh day of August one thousand nine hun-
dred and seven intituled “An Ordinance for agreeing
to accepting and passing Articles and Provisions as and
for the Constitution of The Provincial Synod of the
Province of New South Wales” a copy of which is con-
tained in the Schedule annexed to this Ordinance. And
whereas it is expedient that the said Ordinance shall be
accepted and adopted by the Church in this Diocese.
The Synod of the Diocese of Sydney in pursuance of
the powers in that behalf conferred upon it by the Con-
stitutions for the management and good government of
the Church of England within the State of New South
Wales ordains and rules:—

1. That the said Ordinance and the Articles and Pro-
visicns therein contained and each and every of them
shall be and the same are and is hereby ac-
cepted and adopted and wshall yso far as the
same  are applicable  be applied to the manage-
ment and government of *he Church in this Dio-
cese in like manner as if thé said-Ordinance and the
Articlest and Provisions therein contained and each and
every Of them hadi been ordained.and ruled by the
Syno<” f this D'ocese. N :

2, ~»~ Qxdinance for accepting and adopting a Con»
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stitution for The Provinical Synod of the Province of
New South Wales as agreed to and accepted by the
Bishops and Clerical and Lay Repesentatives of the
Church in the several Dioceses of the said Province
passed by the Synod of this Diocese on the twenty-third
day of July one thousand eight hundred 4nd eighty-five
is hereby rcpealed but such repeal shall not prejudice
or affect the operation of the said Ordinance or any
proceeding matter or thing lawfuily done or contracted
to be done thereunder prior to the repeal thereof.

SCHEDULE.

AN ORDINANCE for agrecing to accepting and pass-
ing Articles and Provisions as and for the Constitu-
tion of the Provincial Synod of the T'rovince of
New South Wales.

WurEreAs by the twenty-third of the Constitutions
for the management and good government of the Church
of England within the State of New South Wales as the
same are contained in the Schedule to the “Church of
England Constitutions Act Amendment Act of 1902” it
is provided that the Bishops and Clerical and Lay
Representatives of the Church in the several Dioceses m
the said State shall meet in Provincial Synod under
such Articles and Provisions as may have been or may
be from time to time passed by the Provincial Synod
and assenited to by all the said Dioceses. And where-
as it is now expedient to pass Articles and Provisions in
substitution for any which may have been passed and as-
sented to as aforesaid the Provincial Synod of the Prov-
ince of New South Wales ordains and rules as followsi—

t. The several Articles and Provisions of the Con-
stitution contained in the Schedule to this Ordinance
shall be and the sane are hereby agreed to accepted and
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passed as those under which the said Provincial Synod
shall meet.

2. All Articles and Provisions which may have here-
tofore been passed by the Provincial Synod and accepted
by all the said Dioceses as aforesaid are hereby re-
pealed; but such repeal shall not prejudice or affect the
operation of such last mentioned Articles and Provisions
or any proceeding’ matter or thing lawiully done or
contracted to be done thercunder prior to the acceptance
of this Ordinance by all the said Dioceses.

3. This Ordinance may be cited as “The Provincial
Synod Constitution Ordinance of 1907.”

SCHEDULE.

CoxstiturioNn ¥or THE ProvinciAl SyNoD oF THE
Provixee oF New Sourn Warnes.

Provincial Synod lo be constituted. Metropolitan.

I. The Provincial Synod shall be constituted of the
Bishops of all Dioceses within the Statc of New South
Wales and of Clerical and Lay Representatives of the
Church in the said Dioceses. And such Synod shall
be called “The Provincial Synod of the Province of New
South Wales.” And the Bishop of Sydney for the time
being shall be known and designated as Metropolitan.

To consist of trvo Houses.

2, The Provincial Syuod shall consist of two Houses,
namely tie House of Bishops and the House of Repre-
sentatives and both' Houses shall sit together for delib-
eration and trahsaction of busiriess, but shall on all oc-
casions vote separdtely. Provided that if at any time
cither House shall desire to consult apart on any subject
under consideration ihe further discussion of that sub-

-
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ject shall be postponed in order to afford each House an
opportunity for such consultation,

Representatives of Dioceses.

3. To all future Provincial Synods every Diocese
having undet twenty-one Clergymen duly licensed to
officiate within it shall be entitled to send four Clerical
and four Lay Representatives and every Diocese having
above twenty and under thirty- one such Clergy-
men shall be entitled to send six Represeuntatives
of cach Order as aforesaid. And every Dio-
cese having above thirty and under forty-one such
Clergymen shall be  entitled to send eight Repre-
sentatives of each Order. as aforesaid. And every
Diocese having above forty and under fifty-one such
Clergymen shall be entitled to send ten Representatives
of each Order as aforesaid. And every Diocese hay-
ing above fifty such Clergymen shall be entitled to send
twelve Representatives of each Order as aforesaid.
And the mode of electing or otherwise appointing such
Repesentatives and of supplying any vacancies in the
number of Representatives when elected or otherwise
appointed shall be determined by the Synod of each Dio-
cese. Prowvided always that every Clerical Representa-
tive shall be in Priest’s Orders and duly licensed to offi-
ciate in the Diocese of which he is a Representative and
that every Lay Repesentative shall be a male of the age
of twenty-one years and a Communicant of the Church.

When Synod to meet.

4. A Session of the Provincial Synod shall be con-
vened and held once in every third year after the year one
thousand nine hundred and seven but the Metropolitan
may at his own discretion and shall at the request in
writing of a majority of the other Bishops of the said
Dioceses convene at any time a Session of the Provincial
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Synod.  Provided that the Metropolitan with the con-
sent of a majority of the said Bishops may refrain from
convening a Session of the Provincial Synod in any third
year as aforesaid in which the General Synod of Austra-
lia and Tasmania is summoned to meet.

Manner of ronvening Synod.

5. For the purpose of holding any Session of the
Provincial Synod the Metropolitan shall by writing under
his hand and seal summon the Bishop of each of the said
Dioceses to meet at such time and place as the Metro-
politan may determine, and each of the said Bishops, in-
cluding the Metropolitan, shall summon the Represen-
tatives of his Diocese to meet at such last mentioned
time and place.

President of Synod, elc.

6. The Metropolitan, or in his absence the Bishop
who is present senior in consecration, shall be President
of the House of Bishops, and of the Provincial Synod.
And the President may, with the concurrence of the
Synod, adjourn the same.  And the President may take
part in any discussion and vote on any question or
matter arising therein. '

Rules for Business. elc.

7. The Provincial Synod shall have power to make
rules for the conduct of all business coming before it,
and the House of Representatives shall have power to
- make rules for trying the validity of the election or ap-
pointment of any person claiming to be a Representative
member thercof.

Powers of Synod.

8. The Provincial Synod shall have power to make
Ordinances upen and in respect of all matters and things
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concerning the order and good government of the Church
in the Province. Provided that ... Ordinance save as 1Is
next hereinafter provided shall be binding ‘upon- the
Church in any Diocese, unless and until such Ordinance
shall be accepted by the Church in such Diocese by an
Ordinance of its Synod. Provided however that any
Rule or Ordinance passed by any Diocesan Synod to
which the Bishop of that Diocese shall not assent may
be the subject of reference by such Diocesan Synod to
the Provincial Synod, and the decision of the Provincial
Synod with reference thereto shall be binding on the
Church in the Diocese so referring such Rule or QOrdin-
ance.
Alteration of the Articles. cte., of the Church

9. That no Rule Ordinance or Determination of the
Provincial Synod shall make any alteration in the Ar-
ticles Liturgy or Formularies of the Church except in
conformity avith any alteration which may be made
therein by any competent authority of the Church of
Engiand in England.

Nothing in contravention of Laws.

10. No Rule Ordinance or Determination ‘of the Pro-
vincial Synod shall he*made in contravention of any
law or statute in force for the time being in the said
State.

Synod mav delegate powers.

11. The Provincial Synod may apnoint Committees
either under soecial instructions or under such General
Regulations as shall from time to time be laid down bv
the Synod for the vurpose of carrving into effect anv
Ordinances and Rules which have been passed by the
Synod. .

Mode of voting and Quorum.

12, Every Ordinance of the Provincial Synod shall
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be made by a majority of the House of Bishops and
by a majority of each Order in the House of Representa-

tives. And the presence of at least three Bishops of the

House of Bishops and of fifteen Clerical and fifteen Lay
Representatives representing at least two Dioceses shall
be necessary to constitute a quorum,

Dagfects and errors as o elections, etc., not to viliate

proceedings.

13. No Rule, Ordinance or Determination of the Prov-
incial Synod shall be vitiated by reason of the non-elec-
tion, or non-appointment, or non-summoning of any
person necessary to be elected, or appointed, or sum-
moned thereto respectively, or of any informality in or
respecting any such election, appointment or summon-
ing.

Absence, ete., of Melropolitan.

14. In the case of the death, absence from the State
or incapacity of the Metropolitan, the functions of. the
Metropolitan under this Constitution shall be exercised
by the Senior Bishop of the said Dioceses present in
the State and able and willing to act, seniority being se-
niority of consecration. .

Absence, etc., of Bishop.

15. In the case of the absence from the State of the
Bishop of any of the said Dioceses (including the Dio-
cese of Sydney) the functions of the Bishop of sitch Dio-
cese under this Constitution shall subject to any pro-
visions made in that behalf by the Synod of such Dio-
cese be exercised by a Commissary appointed by him,
and in case no such Commissary shall have been appointed
or the See be vacantor the Bishop be incapable of acting
or unable to act, such functions shall be exercised by the
person who shall then be the ncext in Ecclesiastical rank
or degree in such Diocese and resident therein. Pro-
vided that it shall not be competent for anyone save ong
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of the said Bishops to it in the House of Bishops or to
exercise the functions of the Metropolitan.

Alteration of Counstitution.

16. The Provineial Synod may from time to time
pass Articles and Provisions altering this  Constitution
saving clauses nine and ten thereof.  Provided. that no
such artxcle or provision shall have any force or effect
unless and until it has been assented to by each of the
said Dioceses by an Ordinance of its Synod.

Ordinances to be transmitted to the drchbishop of Canterbury.

17. A copy of every Ordinance passed by the Pro-
vincial Synod shall be sent hy the Metropolitan to the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

“»





